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Regency Resort a retirement haven
Company catering to active
retirees who want convenience
and amenities at the same time
By STEVE MacNAULL
The Daily Courier

P

aul Tenechuk likens living at Northwood
Retirement Resort to staying at a five-star hotel.
“At first, I didn’t really want to move here,” admits
Tenechuk, 80. “I was happy in our house and some
of our friends joked that we’d be living in an old-age home.
“But my wife (Noreen, 82) really wanted to move here
and I quickly found out it’s not an old-age home at all, it’s a
residential resort.”
Northwood, located at 1277 Gordon Dr., is part of the new
breed of specialty housing built by Regency Retirement
Resorts.
There’s also Sandalwood in Glenmore, Missionwood in
the Lower Mission and Westwood in West Kelowna.
Northwood’s first phase of 100 apartments, completed
early last year, have rented out so quickly Regency decided
to fast track the second phase of 60 apartments.
The addition is under construction now for completion in
December.
“It’s a strong market,” said developer Ed Hall of Regency.
“It took some courage to put the spade in the ground for
the first phase in 2010 because the market was so dismal.
But we’re glad we did.”
The only nod to the recession is the $30-million
Northwood is just slightly less all-inclusive than Regency’s
other properties.
“There’s choice in the marketplace and the market is
price sensitive,” explained Hall.
“So, where the rent in the rest of the Regency group is
$2,300 a month for a one-bedroom apartment with 10 meals
a week, weekly housekeeping and free cable and parking,
the rent at Northwood is a more affordable $2,000 and
there’s still 10 meals a week, but housekeeping is every
other week and cable and parking is optional.”
Since Northwood is for active, independent seniors, it
offers an array of amenities, all built into the first phase —
theatre, conservatory, woodworking shop, gym, library,
hair salon, Internet cafe and winemaking cellar.
“It really appealed to me,” said Noreen Tenechuk.
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Northwood Retirement Resort is adding 60 units to the 100
units it already has built and occupied at 1277 Gordon Dr.
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The Northwood Retirement Resort on Gordon Drive in the city’s north end is the newest building from Regency Retirement
Resorts and offers plenty of amenities for its residents. Below, developer Ed Hall, left, and Greg Kornell of Regency
Retirement Resorts chat with residents Noreen and Paul Tenechuk in the conservatory at Northwood.

“We have an active life here, but
we also have a life outside
Northwood too. With our thirdfloor, two-bedroom corner unit with
big balcony, we don’t have the
maintenance we had with a house.”
It was also important for the
Tenechuks to be close to their
church — St. Pius X Catholic,
which is just across Gordon Drive.
The Regency concept of rental
retirement resorts was a natural
progression for developer Hall, who
was previously a co-owner of
Canadian Adult Communities,
which built 2,000 strata ownership
single family homes in 12 gated
communities in Kelowna for
younger retirees.
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“As Canadian Adult Community
clients age, they become clients of Regency,” he said.
“There are obviously retirees in Kelowna who lived here
Regency has also just broken ground on its first project
before they retired, but there’s also a lot who move here.
outside of Kelowna — the 160 unit Southwood in Penticton, For the most part they are well off to be able to relocate
set for completion in the summer of 2014.
here.”
For decades, Kelowna has been a retirement haven for its
The B.C. average is 16 per cent over the age of 65, while
weather, choice of housing, health care and safety.
the national average 15 per cent.
Nineteen per cent of the city’s population is 65 or over, and
For years Kelowna had the highest percentage of seniors
that’s not counting the big contingent of early retirees —
in the country, but has slipped to No. 3 behind Trois
those that aren’t working and under 65.
Rivieres, Que., and Peterborough, Ont.
“That also shows in the high percentage of pension and
That doesn’t mean Kelowna is any less of a retirement
investment income there is in Kelowna,” said Corie
Mecca, but it shows the city is a diversified place, with a
Griffiths of the Central Okanagan Economic Development
strong economy that also attracts a entrepreneurs, young
Commission.
families and college and university students.

Be a tourist in your own backyard
Tourism is big business in the Okanagan,
which is another plus of living here —
“staycations” are the best.
S e l a h O u t d o o r E x p l o r a t i o n s has some
great tours this summer for locals and visitors alike.
There’s a voyageur canoe tour to Paul’s
Tomb from Sutherland Park, where you
can swim, have snacks and get a little cultural and natural history lesson. Another
tour goes to Rattlesnake Island, or what is
sometimes referred to as Ogopogo’s living
room.
They also have tours to Vaseux Lake in
the South Oknaagan and a North Okanagan
tour that runs from Ashton Creek to
Grindrod by voyageur canoe on the
Shuswap River.
For more information, give them a call at
250-768-4961, or email selahoutdoors@hotmail.com

Art school day
S t u d i o 9, Kelowna’s independent school
of the arts, is celebrating its first anniversary and the public is invited to an open
house on Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There will be student work samples, performances, hotdogs, balloons, and opportunities to meet students, staff and parents
who have their children enrolled.
For more information on the school,
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Selah Outdoor Explorations is offering voyageur canoe trips throughout the Okanagan
this summer.

check studio9.ca, contact Mike Guzzi at
250-868-8816, or email mike@studio9.ca.

Liquid BLING
The View winery has created a tasty
treat to raise money for its charitable program — The View Cares: Red Shoe
Campaign.
“We are extremely excited to release
B L I N G S p a r k l i n g W i n e S p r i t z e r,” said
J e n n i f e r T u r t o n - M o l g a t, president of The
View. “Proceeds from our premiere and
glamorous wine, in a Diva-emblazoned,
leopard-skin printed can, will go to the
Okanagan-Kootenay office of the Heart and
Stroke Foundation in 2013.

DISCOVER CHINA
WITH THE KELOWNA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE

OCTOBER
- 17,
TWO IDENTICAL
TRIPS — 9
OCT.
7-15 &2013
OCT. 9-17, 2013
Register online at KelownaChamber.org/DiscoverChina
or contact the Chamber at 250-469-7358 or CMiller@KelownaChamber.org.
SplashDesign.biz CPBC 3085 – Sun Country Travel Plus

“Specifically, the money raised will go to
The Heart Truth: Red Dress Campaign.”
In 2012, the inaugural year for The View
Cares, the winery raised $4,000 for the BC
Cancer Foundation and the BC Hospitality
Foundation through its tasting room proceeds. In 2013, the campaign will continue
to be supported by the tasting room fees.
BLING is now available at The View’s
wine shop and tasting room and is expected
to sell out by mid July.

Game for anything
Kelowna’s L e m o n a d e G a m e L a b s L t d .
just announced the coming release this
summer of their debut game, T r a p p e d, for

tablet and PC.
In the game, you and your team of
Galactic Runners are stranded aboard an
alien spacecraft. With a limited oxygen supply, you only have minutes to break out before the self-destruct countdown reaches
zero.
“We are very excited to be releasing our
debut title, Trapped, for tablet and PC this
summer,” said T r i s t a n R a t t i n k, producer
at Lemonade GameLabs. “It’s a digital
board game developed entirely in Kelowna
“We’ve been building our team for the
past three months, and this will be our first
of many planned digital board game releases in the coming years. The whole world is
looking to digital devices for entertainment, so we want to bring unique, original
board games to those devices.”

All-Inclusive trip
to China for $2,475
s Round-trip

international airfare from Vancouver
transportation to and from Kelowna to Vancouver
s All accommodation in four-and ﬁve-star hotels
s Experienced English-speaking tour guides
s All in-country transportation
Presented by
s Three meals a day
s All gratuities
s Bus
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